
 

  

Dates for your Diary 

22nd End of Term 1 for children 

November 

1st Start of Term 2 

1st PTA AGM 7pm at CKJS – 

anyone interested is very 

welcome 

4th / 9th Parent Evenings 

17TH – 19TH Flu Immunisation for 

all years 

17th Reading Information 

evening 

20th PTA Adult Silent Disco 

24th Maths Information evening 

25th Year 2 Parents Information 

evening 

30th Year 3 Performance for 

Parents at 2pm 

 

 

Dear Parents/Carers 

There has certainly been a slightly 

spooky atmosphere at school today 

with all the different costumes!  It was 

a shame to have to postpone the disco 

but thank you to you all and the 

children for responding so positively. 

Public Health England sent out some 

guidance yesterday about the first two 

weeks of next term.  I will write to you 

all towards the end of the holiday to 

explain any changes we need to put in 

place, depending on the number of 

positive cases in the South West, but it 

is likely we won’t be able to offer hot 

lunches at Balcarras every day.  I have 

attached a letter summarizing the 

suggestions around testing and 

isolation. 

At CKJS we consider ourselves a 

community between the staff, the 

children and you as parents and carers.  

There are many ways in which you can 

support the school and we are always 

grateful for any support you give.  Two 

things in particular come to mind at 

the current time if you are interested in 

being more involved in the school.  The 

first is through becoming a parent (or 

grandparent) governor.  We have a 

fantastic group of governors who lead 

the strategic direction of the school.   

 

As an academy, the school has control 

of its own finances, receiving money 

directly from the DfE.  This gives 

autonomy over how the school is 

organized and how it identifies its 

development priorities.  The governing 

body has a key role in supporting this 

and ensuring the school meets all of its 

compliance and statutory duties.  If you 

are interested in becoming a governor, 

we currently have 3 vacancies and 

details of how to apply are attached to 

this newsletter.  We would especially 

welcome parents (or grandparents) 

with experience in finance, HR or 

building/construction to enrich our 

skillset. 

The second way parents add a valuable 

contribution to the school is through 

the PTA.  If you are interested in 

joining, they have an AGM at the 

school on 1st November at 7pm and 

new members would be very welcome, 

especially from Years 3 and 4.  Just turn 

up to make some new friends and get 

involved. 

I hope you enjoy reading about the 

many activities that have already taken 

place over the last half term.  The staff 

have lots of exciting things planned to 

interest and motivate the children in 

the next few weeks. 

Wishing you all a wonderful holiday 

next week. 

With kindest regards, 

 Sue Selwood 

Head’s News 

Contact: reception@ckjs.org.uk  01242 526171 

 

Newsletter 

Believe in Yourself 

 

 

I S S U E  
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Parents Evening 

Please remember that 

Parents Evening goes 

live for booking on 

Tuesday 26th October at 

8pm. 

mailto:reception@ckjs.org.uk


 

  

 

 

 

 

Christmas Card Competition 
 

 

Alex Chalk, the MP for Cheltenham, has invited 

children to submit an entry for his Christmas Card 

competition. 

 

In previous years we have either had the winning 

entry of one of the runners-up so hopefully we 

will do well this year. 

 

There is no prescribed format but designs 

showing a connection to Cheltenham are likely to 

score well. Thumbnail images of the runners-up 

designs will be included on the reverse of the 

card. 

 

If your child wants to submit an entry simply hand 

the design in to Reception. Make sure their name, 

year group and school name are clearly written on 

the reverse. 

 

The deadline for receipt of these is Friday 5th 

November 2021. 

A Plea For Unwanted Comics  
 
A few of our Y5 children have created a Comic 
Club where they hope readers of all ages will be 
inspired to dream up their own stories and 
unleash their own creativity as they dive into the 
world of comic strips. 
 
To guide them through their journey, we are 
asking for unwanted children's comics suitable 
for Year 3 and 4 such as Beano, Pokemon etc. 
Any contributions can be dropped off at 
Reception and will be very gratefully recieved. 
 

 

My Stage School 

Coats! 

Please ensure your child 

has a named coat in 

school EVERYDAY as we  

will be outside as much 

as possible, even in light rain! 

 



 

  

 

Girls Football Festival 
 
We headed over to St Mark's School for this year's girls Football Festival.  We didn't know what to 
expect but the girls played superbly throughout and earned two good wins against St Mark's and 
Woodmancote.  This put us through to the second round where we lost to eventual winners 
Leckhampton and gained a draw against Grangefield.  
 
The girls can hold their heads up high and be very proud of their achievement.  Well done! 
 

 

PFA News 

We are looking forward to 

welcoming new faces to our 

annual AGM. 

Halloween 

The children enjoyed dressing 

up today! We raised £134 for 

our PFA and would like to thank 

you for your support. 



                                            Literature Festival 

  

  

Last Friday, the Year 3s were lucky enough to travel 

to the Cheltenham Literature Festival to hear 

Hannah Gold talk about her first book: The Last 

Bear. Hannah read to us from the book, quizzed us 

on polar bears and taught us all how to be a bit 

more polar bear. There were some very convincing 

roars in the audience! We also had a chance to 

think about the book's serious message, and why 

it's so important that we're eco-conscious at school 

and at home. It was a brilliant first trip at CKJS 

 

  

‘Year 4 enjoyed a great morning in the Garden 
Theatre at the Cheltenham Literature Festival, 
listening to and watching the author and 
illustrator Jamie Littler, creator of the Frostheart 
series. He described his career and how he came 
to be an author, and how he goes about creating 
his characters, settings and stories. He led the 
children in a draw-along of his character Master 
Podd, and then took audience suggestions and 
created a brand-new Pathfinder ready to brave 
the icy stretches of the Frostheart universe’ 
  
I’ll give you more about the international 
partnership when I’ve managed to actually get in 
touch with them properly! 
 

 



 

  
Year 5 
 
On Friday we went to the literature festival and saw 
three inspiring people. 
We found it a great experience and would love to go 
there again soon. It has really inspired us to be 
journalists. 
Our favourite part was when they told us what their 
favourite covers were and we got to vote on which 
one we thought was the best. I thought the animal 
one was best but lots of people liked the Olympics 
more. It was the people who make the Week Junior, 
an awesome magazine for kids. We even got a free 
copy of the latest issue! 
 
By Jazz H and Lilly T (5T) 
 

 

Year 6 

The Literature Festival was on Friday 8th October 2021. Year 6 children really enjoyed the trip and liked 

sitting next to their classmates and listening, acting and asking questions to Jennifer Killick. The books she 

wrote and shared with us were Crater Lake and Crater Lake Evolution. The year 6’s were intrigued by it 

and some of them bought the book immediately after. It was an amazing experience for us to see a live 

author on stage, reading her book and hearing her answer the questions we asked. The year 6’s got 

particularly excited when she said that she read Podkin one-ear as we focused on that book in year 5.The 

other years enjoyed it too as well as year 6’s but they heard a different author and a different book.  

 Some of the questions we asked were  

 Did you enjoy writing your series? 

 Answer: Yes, I really enjoyed writing them. 

 Do you get your characters from real life people? 

 Answer: Some of them were based on my son’s group of friends. 

 How long did it take to write your books?  

For Crater Lake it took 4 months and Crater Lake Evolution took roughly a year. 

 Is there going to be a Crater Lake 3? 

 I am expecting to write another series in January called DarkWood! 

The year 6’s really liked the journey too and it wasn’t very long. We got to sit next to our friends and talk 

to them too! 

It was a very fun experience and CKJS loved it! 

By Neevie and Izzy 6G 

 

 



 

  

The Literature Festival was on Friday 8th October 2021. Year 6 really enjoyed the trip and liked sitting 

next to their classmates and listening, acting and asking questions to Jennifer Killick. The books she wrote 

and shared with us were Crater Lake and Crater Lake Evolution. The year 6 children were intrigued by it and 

some of them bought the book immediately after. It was an amazing experience for us to see a live author 

on stage, reading her book and hearing her answer the questions we asked. The year 6 children got 

particularly excited when she said that she read Podkin One-Ear as we focused on that book in year 5.The 

other year groups enjoyed it too but they heard a different author and a different book.  
      Some of the questions we asked were  

 Did you enjoy writing your series? 

 Answer: Yes, I really enjoyed writing them. 

 Do you get your characters from real life people?  

Answer: Some of them were based on my son’s group of friends. 

 How long did it take to write your books? 

Answer: For Crater Lake it took 4 months and Crater Lake Evolution took roughly a year. 

 Is there going to be a Crater Lake 3? 

Answer: I am expecting to write another series in January called DarkWood! 

The year 6’s really liked the journey too and it wasn’t very long. We got to sit next to our friends 

and talk to them too! 

By  

 

 

 

 

Lunchtime 

At lunchtime we aim find new ways to create 

fun in a safe and secure environment. We 

have a variety of games and outdoor 

equipment for the children to play with and 

they love to create inspiring new ways our 

children interact with these. Keep an eye out 

for further newsletters with updates of 

lunchtime entertainment!  

 

 

 

One of our newer additions to 

lunchtime entertainment is the 

introduction of Scooter Friday. The 

children seem incredibly keen to take 

part! In order to keep our children safe, 

they will require a helmet to take part 

and of course a scooter. We have a 

limited number of school scooters so 

would welcome donations of unwanted 

scooters over the coming weeks as long 

as they are in good working order. 

 

 

Super Star Gymnastics 

We are a fun and friendly gymnastics club which can cater for 
complete beginners right up to competing gymnasts. 
Gymnastics classes are held at Charlton Kings Junior School in 
the main school hall, you can wear PE kit, leotard or any 
sports kit you are comfortable in. We do have a club uniform 
but it is not compulsory. 
 

Lunchtime Scooter Friday 

 

One of our newer additions to lunchtime 

entertainment is the introduction of Scooter 

Friday. The children seem incredibly keen to 

take part! In order to keep our children 

safe, they will require a helmet to take part 

and of course a scooter. We have a limited 

number of school scooters so would 

welcome donations of unwanted scooters 

over the coming weeks as long as they are 

in good working order. 

 

At lunchtime we aim find new ways to 

create fun in a safe and 

secure environment. We have a variety of 

games and outdoor equipment for the 

children to play with and they love to 

create inspiring new ways for our 

children to interact with these. Keep an 

eye out for further newsletters with 

updates of lunchtime entertainment!  

 

Coliseum by Stanley Maitre and Tommy b 



 

  
 

 



 

  

  

 

 

 Balcarras Lunches – 21/10/2021 
 
On the first day back after half term we are 
caterering for a meat free Monday and the  
the menu on that day will be: 
 
Veggie Chilli & Rice & Nachos 
Pasta with Basil & Tomato sauce 
 
Apple Crumble 
 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Contact Us: 

  reception@ckjs.org.uk      01242 526171 

Website: www.ckjs.org.uk 

 

Secondary Schools 
 

Shortly the Year 6 parents/carers will 
receive the letters for making your child’s 
secondary school choices. We will text to 
tell you when these have been given out 
as they contain your individual codes 
which will be required to make an online 
application. Please make sure that your 
child gives you the letter as we do not 
have duplicates. 
 
It is essential that you submit your choices 
by the deadline of midnight on 31 October 
2021. We advise Parents/Carers to check 
the individual secondary school websites 
for details of tours, open evenings or open 
days taking place this academic year. Year 
5 parents/carers who are considering 
grammar schools you need to check their 
websites for details of registering for their 
choice. 

 

French & Spanish 

French and Spanish Clubs are starting after half-

term – if you are interested in your child having 

lessons please contact Moira by email 

on moirajallow@gmail.com or 

on booking@languagelodge.co.uk The lessons will 

be on a Wednesday lunchtime. Contact Reception 

for more information. 

http://www.ckjs.org.uk/
mailto:moirajallow@gmail.com
mailto:booking@languagelodge.co.uk

