Music development plan summary:
Charlton Kings Junior School

Overview
Detalil Information
Academic year that this summary covers 2024-25
Date this summary was published September 2024
Date this summary will be reviewed September 2025
Name of the school music lead Nick Jukes & Analie Hart
Name of school leadership team member with n/a
responsibility for music (if different)
Name of local music hub GSW Music Hub
Name of other music education organisation(s) n/a
(if partnership in place)

This is a summary of how our school delivers music education to all our pupils across
three areas — curriculum music, co-curricular provision and musical experiences — and
what changes we are planning in future years. This information is to help pupils and
parents or carers understand what our school offers and who we work with to support our
pupils’ music education.

Part A: Curriculum music

This is about what we teach in lesson time, how much time is spent teaching music and
any music qualifications or awards that pupils can achieve.

At Charlton Kings Junior School, every class is allocated a weekly curricular music
lesson delivered by an experienced music teacher. These lessons are 30-45 minutes in
length. As outlined on the curriculum section of the school’s website, the school’s offer
follows the National Curriculum and is designed to cover a broad range of musical styles,
traditions and activities. At its core are the interrelated dimensions of music (IDMs), which
are taught as a spiral curriculum; introduced in Year 3 and reinforced in a progressive
manner throughout pupils’ time at the school. All learning takes place through
meaningful, practical activities, where IDMs are taught through listening, performing,
singing and composing.

Pupils learn to play the recorder as a whole class in Year 4. They then take part in
another whole class recorder unit in Year 5. This allows them to make progress in their
technical knowledge and application, applying their learning on notation and
performance. Pupils also have opportunities to play glockenspiels and djembe drums as
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part of other units of work. Children who learn an instrument with a peripatetic teacher
are encouraged to use this as part of their curriculum learning. Singing is embedded
through curriculum music in every year group, reinforced by whole-school and whole-
year group singing.

Music at CKJS is a wonderful opportunity for all children to succeed, whatever their
ability. We promote an inclusive approach to music education through adaptations such
as offering a range of instruments to use, use of adult support, managing sensory
overload through the use of separate equipment and spaces, and adaptation of lyrics and
notation.

Part B: Co-curricular music

This is about opportunities for pupils to sing and play music, outside of lesson time,
including choirs, ensembles and bands, and how pupils can make progress in music
beyond the core curriculum.

At Charlton Kings Junior School we pride ourselves on our inclusive co-curricular offer.

All children are given opportunities to take part in music beyond the curriculum. The
thriving school orchestra (approximately 40 pupils) is open to all, irrespective of prior
musical experience, and rehearses on a weekly basis throughout the school year. We
have close links with the orchestra at our local secondary school, and work
collaboratively to put on joint performances each year. This promotes progression and
commitment as pupils move to their next school. Our school singing club is also open to
all and meets on a weekly basis. Both of these take place outside curriculum time and
have several opportunities to perform to a wider audience throughout the year (see Part
C).

Pupils are able to learn a wide range of musical instruments in school. We have
peripatetic teachers in strings, woodwind, brass, guitar, piano and percussion. In 2023-
24, the school received £2,900 in bursary funding from Make Music Gloucestershire to
fund lessons and instrument hire for disadvantaged pupils. Spaces around school are
prioritised for music lessons, including a dedicated music rehearsal room. For those
children who are flourishing on an instrument or voice, music subject leads signpost them
to other ensembles, from local orchestras to county singing groups to weekend county
music ensembles.

Part C: Musical experiences

This is about all the other musical events and opportunities that we organise, such as
singing in assembly, concerts and shows, and trips to professional concerts.



At Charlton Kings Junior School, performance opportunities are at the heart of our music
vision. Through watching high-quality performances, curricular learning is reinforced, and
by taking part in performances, pupils are able to demonstrate their progress and
develop a passion for performance.

The whole school gathers to sing in assembly at least three times a week, including a
dedicated ‘singing assembly’ once a week. These are accompanied by live musicians.
Elements of the school’s music curriculum, such as IDMs and singing in harmony and
canon are reinforced. All children are involved in singing events throughout the year,
such as Nine Lessons and Carols at the local church and national celebrations.

Each year group performs a show to parents and other members of the community once
a year, culminating in a Year 6 performance featuring ensemble and solo singing.

Pupils who learn instruments (including voice) have several opportunities to perform
throughout the year. This includes performances in whole-school assemblies, at open
evenings, to pupils at our feeder infants’ school and in our annual music concert. This
major event on the school calendar is the highlight of our musical year, and also includes
performances by our school ensembles.

Our singing club has numerous opportunities to perform in the community, visiting local
care homes and supporting local events. On a larger scale, they attend the Young Voices
concert in Birmingham. This is open to all, with subsidies available for disadvantaged

pupils.

The school orchestra performs to parents at regular intervals throughout the year,
including at our annual music concert and jointly with our local secondary school
orchestra as part of their summer music event.

We welcome musical visitors to our school, including pupils from the local secondary
school and visits from Brass Bands England. We also utilise the talents of professional
musicians from within the school community.

Members of the school orchestra and disadvantaged pupils take part in an annual visit to
Cheltenham Music Festival. Here, they watch an orchestra perform and try out a range of
different instruments. Visits for disadvantaged pupils are fully funded by the school.

In 2024-25, we have the following events scheduled:

e Regular singing in assemblies

e Year 3 and Year 5 class performances (autumn term), Year 4 performance (spring
term) and Year 6 (summer term)

e Singing club performances at local care homes and at local Christmas fair
(Christmas 2025)

e Young Voices (spring 2025)

e School music concert (spring 2025)
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e Cheltenham Music Festival (summer 2025)

e Brass Bands England visit (tbc summer 2025)

e Joint performance with CKJS and secondary school orchestras (summer 2025)
e Year 6 performances at feeder infants’ school (summer 2025)

e Performances from local secondary school pupils (dates tbc)

e School orchestra performances (termly)

In the future

This is about what the school is planning for subsequent years.

We will continue to monitor the school’s music curriculum offer through planning scrutiny,
observations and pupil voice.

We are investigating singing teachers and brass teachers for September 2025.

We are always on the lookout for more opportunities for children to see live music. To
this end, we hope to further develop our relationship with our local secondary school,
finding opportunities for their pupils to perform in our assemblies. Similarly, we will
continue to find opportunities for our pupils to perform at the local infants’ school.



