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Subject  Music Theme Recorders Terms 1 and 2 

 
 

What should I already know? 

- The correct hand positions and posture for playing the recorder 
- How to control breath in order to produce a steady note 
- Play the notes G, A, B, C, D (just using right hand) 
- Read the notes G, A, B, C, D on a treble clef stave 
- Read simple crotchet rhythms and some quaver rhythms on the 

stave 
- Listen to and repeat simple rhythmic and melodic patterns using 

voice or percussion 
- Begin to play in time as a soloist and in an ensemble  

 
What should I know by the end of the unit? 

Recorders 

 Recorders are in the woodwind family of instruments. They are a 
great starter instrument in order for children to learn basic 
fingering technique and breath control. 

 We will be learning descant (or soprano) recorder, but recorders 
which produce lower sounds are treble, tenor and bass. 

 Recorders have been played since the Middle Ages, with many 
compositions for the instrument in 17th and 20th centuries. 

Woodwind 

 Other instruments in the woodwind family include flute, clarinet, 
saxophone, oboe and bassoon (they’re not just made of ‘wood’!) 

 Woodwind instruments produce sound by splitting air blown into 
them, often using a reed 

 Woodwind instruments are prevalent in classical and jazz music 

 

Interrelated Dimensions of Music 

- Pitch 
- Duration 
- Dynamics 
- Tempo 
- Timbre 
- Texture 
- Structure 

 
Key Objectives 

 Learn notes B, A, G, E, D, F, high C, 

high D 

 Identify and describe 

characteristics of a range of other 

wind instruments, hearing those 

instruments played to a high 

standard 

 Read notes of different pitches 

and durations 

 Have an awareness of dynamics as 

a performer 

 Write music using graphic notation 

and simple formal notation 

 Perform solo and as part of an 

ensemble with an awareness of 

role in the group 

 

Musical Skills 

 Listen to, identify and appreciate a range of other wind 

instruments 

 Read simple musical rhythms and pitches using staff notation 

 Play a simple melody from memory 

 Play as part of an ensemble with increasing confidence 

 Identify pulse 

 Compose music using a simple graphic score 

 Improvise music with a set of parameters 

 
Key Vocabulary 

pitch How high or low a note is 

duration How long or short a note is 

dynamics How loud or soft a note is 

pulse The beat behind a piece of music 

rhythm The pattern created by notes played together 

graphic 
score 

Music composed using pictures and patterns 

woodwind Family of musical instruments which produce sounds 
by splitting air blown into them, often using a reed 

 


