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What should I already know? 

- Millions of years before humans existed, 
dinosaurs and reptiles were in Britain, which we 
know because fossils were found by people, 
including Mary Anning (Year 1 learning) 

 
What should I know by the end of the unit? 

- How Stone Age is the earliest period of human 
life in Britain, and accounts for 99% of all 
human history 

- How we know about prehistory by looking at 
evidence from archaeologists and artefacts 

- The three main parts of the Stone Age – 
Palaeolithic (the longest), Mesolithic and 
Neolithic 

- The different ways that people lived and 
obtained food, including the use of fire to cook 
and hunting animals for meat 

- How the first tools were made, including hand 
axes and needles for sewing animal hide 

- Farming and growing food, including 
domestication of dogs and introduction of 
animals 

- Stone Age homes: early settlements, villages 
and communities 

- Development of art: cave paintings, weaving 
and wearing of animal skins for clothes 

- Legacy (what has been left behind), such as 
Stone Henge 

 

Key People 

  

  
 

Key Events 
3 
million 
BCE 

Paleolithic Stone Age (Old Stone Age) 
Early humans/Ice Age 

10,000 
BCE 

Mesolithic Stone Age (Middle Stone 
Age) 
Climate warming, start of farming. 
Hunting and fishing. 

4,000 
BCE 

Neolithic Stone Age 
(New Stone Age) 
Farming, including land clearance 
and keeping animals to the first use 
of metal. 

2,500 
BCE 

Bronze Age begins 

 

Historical Skills and Enquiry 

 

- Develop knowledge and understanding of Stone Age Britain, 
including the three main periods 

- Develop appropriate use of historical vocabulary 
- Use chronological skills to demonstrate an understanding of 
the context of time in a timeline 

- Understand how our knowledge of the past is constructed 
from a range of sources 

- Make comparisons and see trends within and across eras, 
understand the impact of these changes on early humans, and 
make connections with our lives today 

 
Key Vocabulary 

prehistoric Before written records 

evidence Sources that give us information about the past 

artefact An object from the past (e.g. arrow head) 

BCE Before Common Era 

AD Anno Domini – after Christ was born 

archaeologist Someone who digs up evidence of the past 

domesticated When an animal has been trained to help humans 

Stone Age The time when people used stone tools – divided into 
three parts 

Paleolithic Old Stone Age (3 million – 10,000BCE) 

Mesolithic Middle Stone Age (10,000 – 4,000BCE) 

Neolithic New Stone Age (4,000 – 2,500BCE) 

flint A hard rock used to make Stone Age tools and weapons 

hand axe A simple tool made of flint 

hunter gatherer A person who hunts animals and picks plants for food 

agriculture Growing food in farms 

henge A circular ditch dug to mark out the boundary of a 
religious site 

Neanderthal man The people who lived in Britain 300,000 years ago (not 
directly related to us) 

Homo Sapiens The first humans related to us (200,000 years ago) 

settlement A place where people live 

 


