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What should I already know?  Locational Knowledge  Geographical Skills and Enquiry 

- That rain, snow and hail are states of water that fall to the ground 
from clouds. 
- Be able to identify the seasonal and daily weather patterns in the 
United Kingdom and the locations of hot and cold areas of the 
world in relation to the Equator and the North and South Poles. 
 
These two areas of prior knowledge will help develop an 
understanding of how precipitation is an integral part of the water 
cycle. 
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This will be taught alongside the Rivers unit of work. 
 
To learn what the water cycle is and how it affects our lives, the 
processes involved in the cycle and how they link together to 
move water around our planet. Investigate the concepts of 
evaporation and condensation. 
Be aware of the order and cyclical nature of the water cycle and 
how this is a necessary process for life on the planet. 
The water cycle is happening all over the planet, with a continuous 
exchange of moisture between the oceans (and other bodies of 
water), the atmosphere and the land. 

 

What should I know by the end of the unit?  Geographical Features  Key Vocabulary 
What is the Water Cycle? 
The water cycle is the journey of water from oceans to clouds to rain to 
streams to rivers and back to the oceans. The water cycle involves the 
scientific processes of evaporation and condensation which is also 
known as the ‘hydrologic cycle’ (hydro is Greek for water) 
 
The Water Cycle 
The four main parts of the water cycle (evaporation, condensation, 
precipitation and collection) 

 

 Some water is absorbed into the soil. This water is used by 
plants and when it evaporates from leaves it goes back into the 
atmosphere, this is called transpiration 

 The sun shines on our seas and rivers and heats up the water. 

 As water warms up it starts to evaporate. This means the liquid 
water is turned into water vapour and this rises into the sky. 

 As it gets higher, the water vapour gets colder and begins to 
turn back into liquid water in the form of droplets. This is called 
condensation.  

 The water droplets form clouds and as the droplets get too big 
and heavy they fall as rain, snow, hail or sleet. This is called 
precipitation. 

 When the droplets reach the Earth the water flows into rivers, 
lakes and the sea and the cycle starts again. 

 
 

 
 

absorb Soak up or take in 

atmosphere the layer of air or other gases around a planet 
 

condensation As it rises, the vapour cools and turns into 
clouds 

collection The rain falls back into rivers, lakes and oceans 

gas 
 

a form of matter that is neither liquid nor solid 

groundwater 
 

water that is found under the ground 

precipitation The clouds become heavy and water falls as 
rain, sleet or snow rain, snow, sleet, dew etc.  
This is formed by condensation of water 
vapour in the atmosphere 
 

transpiration  
 

evaporation of water from a plant's leaves, 
stem, or flowers 
 

Water vapour water in a gas state 
 


