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What should I already know?  Locational Knowledge  Geographical Skills and Enquiry 

- The location and names of the main continents of the world. 
- The name and location of the four countries of the united 
Kingdom and their capital cities. 
-  Know and understand key geographical features such as: beach, 
cliff, coast, forest, hill, mountain, sea, ocean, river, soil and valley. 
 
 
 
 

- A selection of main countries and 
cities around the world. 
- Rivers in the UK; River Bann 
(Northern Ireland), River Thames 
(England), River Severn (England), 
River Tay (Scotland). 
-Rivers around the world: The River 
Nile (North Africa) and The Amazon 
River (South America) 

Observe, sequence and describe how the physical features of 
rivers change from source to mouth. 
Understand the stages and features of rivers, including parts of 
the upper, middle and lower courses.  
Research and investigate facts about the River Chelt and how its 
course flows through our local environment. 
Explain how meanders, ox-bow lakes or deltas are created. 
Use an atlas to help you locate the main rivers of the world. 
 

 

What should I know by the end of the unit?  Geographical Features  Key Vocabulary 
I will have an overview of the names and locations of some of the 
most famous rivers in the United Kingdom and the rest of the world. 
I will also know what a river is, how it changes, adapts and develops 
over time and how rivers are used. 
What are Rivers? 

 Rivers usually begin high up in hills or mountains. 

 The start of a river is called the source. 

 Water flows downhill due to gravity. 

 Rivers grow in size as other rivers join them on their journey 
to the sea. 

 Smaller rivers that join the main channel are called tributaries 

 The place where one river feeds into another is called a 
confluence. 

 The mouth of the river is the end of the journey. Here river 
water flows into the sea or a large lake. 

 
Uses of a River 

 Survival- the availability of fresh clean water is a key factor 
that affects where people choose to settle. 

 Food- farmers can irrigate their land so they can grow crops, 
fishing provides food and when rivers flood they add 
nutrients to the soil. 

 Energy- Hydroelectric power (or HEP) is energy created by 
water. 

 Transport- In many countries, rivers are still used to transport 
goods from place to place.  

 Fun- boating, white water rafting, kayaking, canoeing, fishing 

 

 
 

 

channel A groove in the land that a river flows along. 

confluence Where two rivers or streams meet. 

course The route a river flows. 

delta 
 

A fan-shaped area of sediment built up at the 
mouth of a river. 

estuary The area where a river meets the sea. 

flood plain 
 

The flood plain is the flat land of the river 
valley close to the river bank. It is usually 
found in the lower course of a river. 

meanders 
 

A bend in the river.  Created by the river 
finding the fastest route. 

mouth The end of a river, where the sea begins. 

river A large natural stream of water flowing in a 
channel from the source to the sea, a lake or 
another river. 

river bed This is the ground at the bottom of the river 
– often made up of sand and stones. 

source The start of a river, usually on high ground. 

tributaries 
 

Rivers or streams flowing into a larger river 
or lake. 

 


